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Bonnie Bassler, the Squibb Professor in Molecular Biology and 
chair of the Department of Molecular Biology, was named a 
2015 Shaw Laureate in life science and medicine on June 1, 
2015. Awarded by the Hong Kong-based Shaw Foundation,  
the Shaw Prize honors recent breakthroughs by active  
researchers in the fields of mathematics, astronomy, and life 
and medical sciences.
 Bassler was recognized for her well-known work in quorum 
sensing, a widespread process that bacteria use for cell-to-cell 
communication. Understanding quorum sensing “offers innova-
tive ways to interfere with bacterial pathogens or to modulate 
the microbiome for health applications,” according to the prize 
citation. Bassler, a Howard Hughes Medical Institute investi-
gator, shares the $1 million prize with E. Peter Greenberg, a 
University of Washington professor of microbiology. The 2015 
prizes were awarded during a Sept. 24 ceremony in Hong Kong. 
–By Morgan Kelly
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Tracy K. Smith, professor of  
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Adam Finkelstein, professor of 
computer science (2014)

Sharad Malik, George Van Ness 
Lothrop Professor in Engineering 
(2014)

Donald D. Harrington Fellows 
Program
Brian Herrera, assistant pro-
fessor of theater in the Lewis 
Center for the Arts (2014)

Econometric Society
Mikhail Golosov, Chemical  
Bank Chairman’s Professor of 
Economics (2015)

Ulrich Mueller, professor of 
economics (2015)

Gordon and Betty Moore  
Foundation Investigator Award
Robert Cava, Russell Wellman 
Moore Professor of Chemistry 
(2014)

M. Zahid Hasan, professor of 
physics (2014)

Nai Phuan Ong, Eugene Higgins 
Professor of Physics (2014)

Jason Petta, professor of  
physics (2014)

Loren Pfeiffer, senior research 
scholar, electrical engineering 
(2014)

Mansour Shayegan, professor of 
electrical engineering (2014)

PHOTO BY ????




